anarchist would say such a thing? Can you believe that a comrade
does not know that the PLO is a fully functioning government, (with
its left and right) that manages a future State and directs intelligence
operations that are among the most advanced in the Arab world? Of
course not.

Given these admissions of ignorance, there are some things we do
know. We know perfectly well that the struggle against the excessive
power of Israel and its project to exterminate the Palestinian people
(who have little to do with the PLO) is not ‘a fact’ that is only taking
place in that far off land. That is something that concerns all of
us, all, that is, who have the fate of man (and people) including the
Israeli people (who have little to do with the interests of the Israeli
State), at heart. And this leads some of us to want to intervene in
deed, not only with more or less symbolic gestures or with a battle
of declarations more or less condemning the fascists who dominate
the Israeli State. We are filled with indignation by the attacks by
the Israeli police and army on children, women and old people, a
defenceless population struggling to survive armed with only stones
from ghettoes that are only a distant reminder of what was once
their place of daily life, just as the comrades who drew up the above
declaration certainly were. There, that indignation is at the basis
of our positive consideration of the action. Yes, positive, even if
we are the only ones to say so openly (because as far as we know
many comrades have declared themselves to be personally in favour
of the action). We are not afraid to admit that the destruction of a
pro-Israeli bookshop does not upset many people in the face of such
events.

Of course, we don’t know if these comrades are anarchists or
not, or whether they are more or less aware of the history of anar-
chism and the reasons and theories of anarchists (many comrades,
especially the very young ones, are anarchists before they even be-
come aware of many of the historical and theoretical questions at
the root of anarchist action). What we do know is that the objective
under attack seems right to us. Whoever defends the interests of the
Israeli State at the present time should be attacked, possibly with
an opportune explanation of the reasons why. On the other hand,
anyone who defends the interests of the Israeli people — which are
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A Molotov in Turin

If one thing can be noted concerning the Molotov against the
‘Luxembourg’ bookshop in Turin, it is the total uniformity of reac-
tions to it. It really gives us pleasure to see how town, regional and
State authorities, no matter what side their parties are on, replied in
unison to condemn the ‘vile gesture of intimidation and intolerance’.
It also gives us pleasure to note how the various radical associations
and extremists of every shade including the autonomists of the Turin
collectives (we don’t know if it was a question of all of them) and
dulcis in fundo the anarchists also joined this angelic choir. From
what appears in the newspapers, because all that we know at the
moment has been from the ‘well informed’ papers, the ‘Berneri’ [an-
archist] group in Turin also seems to have felt the need to condemn
the ‘resurgence of Nazi racism’. And this is plausible, if one bears
in mind the content of the communiques of the group ‘L. Fabbri’ of
Forli and some Milanese anarchist groups that we are reproducing
in the note below. So much uniformity of intent is truly comforting.
For authorities and ‘revolutionaries’ to shake hands is something
that shows there is hope for the future.

We, on the contrary, have a few doubts. There are some things
that we don’t know, and we admit that. Other things we know with
certainty, so we will speak out and not keep quiet out of conformity
or fear.

What we don’t know are the actual words of the communique.
The fact that it was signed — if what the newspapers reported is true
— with a new anarchist signature, ‘Gruppo (o Gruppi?) anarchici riv-
oluzionario’ [Revolutionary Anarchist Groups] (some papers speak
of ‘revolutionary anarchists’) certainly made indispensable the ac-
companiment of even a brief sketch of analysis of the reasons behind
the gesture — which exist and which we will talk about here. The
idea of simply making a phone call using such a signature is the least
credible part of the whole affair. We don’t know if the reference
to the PLO (some speak of ‘long live the PLO’) is true or not, and
if it is, then this would become another element of doubt. What
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85 The latest was that of the Coop council delegates in the Emilia
85 and Veneto regions, who in a letter to the management on April 12
o 85 , asked for the acquisition of Israeli products, grapefruit, avocados
IV 85 dates, to be suspended. The management, faithful to their market
Vo 86 mentality, replied, “To impose political choices and evaluations on
VI 86 the consumer through a preventive selection of products on sale
VL 86 would be a limitation of freedom of choice and expression (sic)’
VII 36 Ridiculous. Even more ridiculous was the retraction of the factory
Postface 87 council which, after a meeting with the management, withdrew its

request for a boycott and, rather than pass on to more incisive forms
of struggle, limited itself to handing out a leaflet asking the consumer
not to buy the product. Basically, the firm’s position was accepted.

Someone else decided to choose different methods. Anonymous
telephone calls reached the editorial offices of various newspapers
informing them that a number of Jaffa grapefruit had been poisoned
in solidarity with the Palestinians in struggle. The news created
considerable panic in many parts of Italy.

It seems however that it was only a threat, given that analyses of
the grapefruit revealed no trace of poison.

Let us imagine what would happen if one were to start to attack
the interests of the Israeli State more seriously, not only its products
but also the companies that support them in some way, the travel
agencies, etc.
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Introduction

No one can understand what is happening in the land of Palestine,
not even those who have followed the sanguinary vicissitudes of the
peoples who have lived down there for so long. They face each other
with hatred and suspicion, not just men and women, children and
old people, but the very dust of the roads and the mud that covers
them on rainy days, the asphyxiating heat and the stench of the
sultriness.

The ‘official’ terms of the controversy are well known. The Israelis
chased the Palestinians off their land, but this happened so long ago
that some of the people born in huts in the camps are now fifty years
old. Ridiculous arguments between States have resulted in pieces
of land being returned to the people who were driven away, but it
is impossible to live in them. In Israel if you don’t work you go
hungry. The colons of the second Zionist wave got rich through
the exploitation of a cheap Palestinian work force and the free use
of fields in territories that should now constitute the new State of
Palestine. But not only does all that fail to grasp the essence of
the problem, it does not even begin to describe it. Perhaps it made
sense at the time of the first popular insurrection of the people of
the ‘territories’, that of the stones. Now things are moving towards
an increasingly ferocious ‘Lebanisation’.

Neither party wants to retreat as this would lead to internal con-
flict, a destructive civil war that would almost certainly give the
adversary victory on a military level.

And so they continue to attack each other in a never-ending cy-
cle. Each side uses the weapons they have at their disposal: the
Palestinians blow themselves up with their own bombs; the Israelis
bomb houses in the territories from planes. There are the pacification
maps, the internal agreements, the UN guarantees and Bush’s empty

‘sorrow’.

The problem is developing at its own pace, one that can only
be grasped by someone who has familiarity with such situations,
and it is becoming chronic. Hatred becomes acute when one lives



in conditions such as those of the Palestinians, with prospects like
theirs, i.e., none at all. There is no hope for their children or for the
future of the place where they were born. And it is not true that
this hatred, so ferocious and incomprehensible to us, is nourished
by integralist extremism. How is it that most of the young people
who blow themselves up with their own bombs have completed their
studies, have a degree or diploma — sometimes obtained abroad —
are family people, have children. What they don’t have is hope.
They realize that there is nothing for them but a prospect of hatred
of an enemy that imprisons, bombs and tortures. On the other side
everyone lives in fear of being blown up as they go to work, dance
in a disco, lie asleep in their beds. Here again, blind hatred that sees
no alternative is pushing people to demand that the government
use more force in the repression. Even the most illuminated of the
Israeli labour party formed in Mapai in 1968, (one of the Zionist
forces to support the first settlements) have kept quiet for fear of
losing their electoral base. Many see the Likud (right wing party
which means literally ‘consolidation’) as the only force capable of
leading the country against the Palestinians.

To speak of peace under such conditions is just another way to
wriggle out of things with clean hands and a dirty conscience.

Organised massacres of Palestinians such as those by the Chris-
tian-Maronites at Sabra and Chatila in September 1982, or (Black)
September 1970 organised by King Hussein of Jordan which lasted
until April 1971 resulting in 4,600 dead and 10,000 wounded, are still
possible. However, if carried out by Israel or one of its armed inter-
medieries they would lead to a complete destabilisation of the area.
As I write, Israel has attacked some presumed Palestinian posting in
Syria; the present time is one of the worst.

There is no prospect of peace in sight. The ideal solution, at least
as far as all those who have the freedom of peoples at heart can
see, would be generalised insurrection. In other words, an intifada
starting from the Israeli people that is capable of destroying the
institutions that govern them and of proposing peace based on col-
laboration and mutual respect to the Palestinian people directly,
without intermedieries. But for the time being this perspective is
only a dream. We must prepare for the worst.

those who are splitting hairs and talking of the ‘positive aspects’ of
Nazism today.

The important thing to note, yet again, is that there is a time for
in-depth examination and theory. But there is also a time when
Minerva’s bird must go to sleep, and that is the time for action and
the destruction of the enemy.
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A contraption known as the ‘washing machine’ mounted on an
armoured car throws out a spray of 200 litres of foam. This foam
solidifies immediately, burying alive those struck by the jet.

Control reconnoitres are now carried out by radio controlled he-
licopters that can fly low without the risk that normal helicopters
once ran of being struck down even by two well aimed stones.

A special ultra-light lookout plane has been designed to survey
the countryside: a biplane costing just over 12 million. It flies at a
speed of 180 km an hour and requires only 16 hours flight training.

Automatic pilot lookout planes are also used, i.e. radio-controlled
air models upon which are mounted video cameras that send images
to the operational centre. They move at a speed of about 75 km an
hour and fly for not more than 25 minutes.

To these ultra-sophisticated means should be added the normal
ones that went into action from the first moment of the clashes. One
of the best equipped armies in the world is trying — moreover with-
out succeeding — to crush a defenceless people who are rebelling
by throwing stones. All the horrors of classical genocide have been
used: mass deportation, concentration camps, indiscriminate mas-
sacre, destruction of individual houses or entire groups of houses,
on the spot shootings, violence, rape, attacks on mosques, attacks
on the Red Cross, prearranged massacres, the use of death squads
made up of colons and plain clothes soldiers. The list could go on,
but it would be a list deja vu.

Careful, dear comrades, at this time the historic conditions of all
times are presenting themselves yet again, almost as though human-
ity, at least in the short term, (a few millennium), cannot escape its
round of death. Many of those making historical distinctions today
bring to mind the bourgeoisie who, before the Paris Commune of
1871, lined up behind Mazzini with his doubts then in the days of
the massacre felt the need to support their thesis by coming out
into the streets to gouge out the eyes of the dead communards with
the points of their umbrellas. Just like those fine people living near
Dachau at the time of the extermination of the Jews who presented
an expose to the local authorities because the smoke from the ‘fac-
tory’ was killing the birds nesting in the surrounding trees. Just like
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After the horror, disgust

I don’t like quoting material and listing all the details of the re-
pression that the State puts into act to put a brake on the rebellion of
the oppressed. This is a typically Anglo Saxon affectation of little use
from the point of view of ‘what is to be done’. This time, however,
we feel we must make an exception. I think that a short list of the
particularly atrocious means that are being used [1989] against the
Palestinian insurrection in the occupied territories should throw any
individual with a minimum of dignity into profound consternation.

Normal tear gas bombs such as those used in Italy are charged
with chloroacetophenon, which is already dangerous at a certain
concentration in closed areas. Those used in Palestine are charged
with dichlorobezilidene, which is often lethal even in open areas if
it reaches a concentration of 1K per 50 cubic metres. Bear in mind
that children are most exposed to this danger, especially when they
are in a state of malnutrition as many Palestinian children are.

The old tear gas canister of about two and a half kilos capacity has
been replaced with the 606 Jumbo that uses four kilos of gas and by
the 303 in rubber bullets which when fired bounce back spreading
the gas and cannot be picked up. Now the Israeli army also has the
909 version that is fired up to 150 metres, uniting the effect of the
gas to that of the kinetic impact of the bomb on the body of whoever
it reaches. This being mainly a question of old people, women and
children, it is easy to imagine the consequences.

Rubber bullets, already tested in Northern Ireland, are now being
used regularly in Palestine, and over the past 22 months [June 1989]
have caused over 30 dead. These are single balls of rubber that take
the place of lead in 12 bore shotgun cartridges, that is 18mm calibre.
Sometimes these rubber bullets have a metal interior, so are nearly
always deadly at a distance of under 70 metres.

A machine of recent construction responds to the stones thrown
by the Palestinian youths with other stones, shot in volleys in great
quantities.
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Still now, with no title at all

There is one thing about the struggle of the Palestinian people
that has touched and fascinated all those who have approached it:
on the other side of the barricade are the Jews, the persecuted of all
times.

There is nothing strange about this, the persecuted have often
become persecutors. Just think of what happened to the early Chris-
tians in the space of three centuries after they gained power and
systematically began to repress all dissonant voices. There have
been many such cases of about turns throughout history. Today’s
prisons are built on the temples of the past. No political force in
recent times has been able to resist throwing itself into ruthless re-
pression as soon as it reached power, no matter how travailed its
history. But the voice of reason is not enough for us to gain an
understanding the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

Jews have always been at the centre of attention and given rise to
either suspicion or sympathy, usually the former. Thrown out from
wherever they happened to be as a consequence of insinuation and
dreadful accusations, they always gained the sympathy of anyone
with any feelings — anyone, that is, who is against pogroms, mass
murder, the massacre of innocents and summary judgements based
on impressions and hearsay. The mental rigidity of the Jews, their
vision of life based on religious righteousness that sees the rest of
the world as impure or sinful, has often put such sympathies to the
test. But the enormity of the historical debt owed them, which in
the second world war grew to the point of becoming a methodical
procedure that surpassed anything that had ever been ever dreamed
of till then, revived these sympathies and constituted a new force
of international cohesion capable of supporting the case for Jewish
settlements in Palestine.

Israel became a focus of international support for many reasons.
The massacre in the Nazi concentration camps, the socialist and
libertarian character of the early settlements, the theories of the first
kibbutzim based on libertarian communism, the original peaceful



cohabitation with the Arabs in response to the latter’s traditional
hospitality. Then interests emerged, particularly at the end of the
Second World War. They were based on the world’s division into two
opposing blocks, with American interests on one side and Soviet ones
on the other. It was a question of economic interest in a geographical
area which was rich in oil fields, thereby attracting the attention of
the great imperialist States.

The Israelis accepted their role as gendarme of the western project
of world dominion, and began keeping an eye on the movements
of the surrounding Arab States. The latter often fought each other
about the management of the immense revenue from oil and became
players on the international chessboard, at times supporting, at oth-
ers contrasting, the opposition of the great States. It was the Zionist
movement along with the great Jewish-American and international,
but mainly American, lobbies that pushed the Jewish people along
this road in the land of Israel. They lead to an extremism hitherto
unequalled in the whole of political-religious history. The lobbies,
which were capable of conditioning American politics, particularly
during the long years of Republican power, forced the United States
to push the small but fierce Israel into the role of policeman of the
Middle East.

All this rekindled anti-Semitism at world level, leading to an in-
digestible collection of anti-Jewish theories. In this concentrate of
stupidity we find such historical revisionism as the theory that the
holocaust never existed, or that of Arab nationalists are incapable
of considering Israeli people as possible brothers and pacific cohabi-
tants of the same territory. For their part, the latter have survived a
thousand years of persecution and massacres yet have not benefited
from past experience. They have become hostages in the hands of
a theocratic State, one of the worst kinds of organisation to emerge
from the mind of man. Fear of being cast into the sea to take up the
path of exile yet again has thrown them into the arms of internal
and external meddlers: Zionist schemes at local and international
level, and the strategies of US world dominion.

An evil crescendo has been set in motion that nothing other than
a revolutionary process will be able to halt. No discussion is possible
and anyone who has experienced the concrete and theoretical reality

10

The same goes for the authoritarian revolutionaries. What alterna-
tive can they propose? Direct intervention against the Israeli State?
Direct support for the Palestinian insurrection in the occupied ter-
ritories? Of course not! Now that the State also exists for these
latest pioneers of ‘structure at any cost’, there is a way for them to
organise their support for this shadow of previous examples. And
so all their problems will be solved.

We do not believe that the Algerian decision will improve the
lot of the Palestinian people, be it real or not. The only reality we
can turn our attention to and support is that of hundreds of young
people who are resisting the Israeli tanks that occupy their land by
throwing stones. This reality has nothing to do with diplomacy or
the State.

39



be tortured and killed. They will certainly not be able to affect the
internal problems of the Israeli State, due to the very international
law that makes all the States of the world sovereign, if nothing else.
We will find that Israel has the unquestionable ‘right’ to continue
to oppress the Palestinian people, just as the latter will have the
undeniable ‘right’ not to be oppressed, occupied, destroyed, killed,
tortured, etc.. Each will have its own ‘rights’, the defence of which
will come through the force of their own (and others) weapons.
Everyone knows what state of affairs that could lead to.

The newly constituted State could turn out to be a terrible obstacle
in the Palestinian people’s long and difficult road to liberation, if
for no other reason than because it is hard for those who suffer to
understand such things. The constitution of an organisation such
as a State is often seen as something positive. One feels stronger,
one has contractual power with all the other nations of the world on
an equal level. But is this not just a way to provide a semblance of
negotiation, and in reality to continue oppression? What if Arafat’s
passion to become head of State is no more than a diplomatic way
of getting rid of the problem?

No one can say that this is not what is in fact happening. After all,
the applause that greeted the Palestinian State in embryo has come
from all sides, from foreign diplomats to organisations of comrades
who certainly do not move in ministerial circles. What is the cause of
this cordiality of intent? In the first place, the fact that both ministers
and authoritarian revolutionaries are on the same wavelength: the
size of the organisation is what determines its strength, and from this
‘strength’ comes victory. This kind of thing, which we could never
share, does not make us feel the joy that so many are expressing for
the birth of the Palestinian State.

But there is more. In our opinion, the Palestinian State will become
an optimal diplomatic interlocutor.

Pressure will be made through diplomatic channels. There will
be an attempt to make Israel understand what it does not want to
understand, closed as it is within its State logic. But what do all
the other States of the world really care about the lot of five million
Palestinians?
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of the Jews, even for short spells, can confirm this. No theoretical
proposal will ever be able to undo the mechanism of encirclement
and fear. That situation has remained unchanged, even since the fall
of the Berlin wall and the thaw that came about after the dissolution
of the Warsaw Pact at the end of the twentieth century. Arab na-
tionalist claims in general and those of the Palestinians in particular
cause too much fear, and there is no lack of those who support the
facile but treacherous idea of ‘let’s throw them all into the sea’ on
both sides.

The experience of the Palestinian State, or of the ‘Palestinian au-
thorities’ as some prefer to refer to it, also demonstrates this im-
possibility. They failed to propose cohabitation based on reciprocal
respect along the lines of the libertarian communes, a sentiment
that has not completely disappeared in a certain Israeli left. This
corresponds in a slightly different way to the tradition of hospitality
and freedom of the Arab peoples — in the first place the Palestinians.
Instead they have taken the road mapped out by the politicians of
the PLO, in particular Arafat, true killer of the Palestinian people’s
real desire for freedom and artificer of a phantom State fit only to
guarantee the personal power of a little man afflicted with delusions
of grandeur.

The dice has been thrown, based on the fear that has intensified in
the Israeli field. An extension of the civil war in course right to the
centres of Israeli power could push things beyond the present level of
conflict. Each side is afraid of the other. The Israelis fear Palestinian
demands that would threaten their privileges (cheap labour, houses
expropriated from Arabs who were forced to leave, State benefits,
etc.). The Palestinians fear the Israelis who want to get rid of them,
and want to throw them off their land (and in large part already
have done), forcing them into exile in the concentration camps of
the Lebanon and Jordan. Fear is exacerbating the conditions of the
conflict. Palestinian suicide bombers packed with dynamite blow
themselves up in Israeli markets, buses and schools. The exalted
Israeli religious Right Wing in power have shown that the weapons
with which they intend to face ‘cohabitation’ with the Arab world —
exploitation, control, repression, — are just as bad.
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It is impossible to turn the clock back. Too many dead in each
family, in each family group, in every sector of social life. Too much
blood, too much pain. All that cannot be eliminated with a hand-
shake, or some Camp David. In spite of the existence of the Israeli
Left, yesterday in power, today in opposition, the most emarginated
class of Israelis, the Sephardi (Jews originally from Africa therefore
with a darker skin colour but still of Jewish religion), are taking
refuge in extreme Right Wing positions rather than favouring talks
and agreements based on equal rights with the Palestinians. They
are afraid they will lose the right to stay in Israel and be forced back
to the countries they came from, where most of them would meet
certain death. So it is not difficult to understand why the most ex-
treme members of the Jewish religious organisations are of Sephardic
origin and constitute the most ferocious henchmen of the army and
police employed in the repression.

On the other hand, there are the new Palestinian police — the
politicians of the PLO. These ill-omened offshoots of the new State
have taken up positions in the government of a people tormented
by forty years of exile and persecution, and are putting power in all
its forms into effect. They torture, kill, judge and sentence their own
people without hesitation. Comrades in struggle who participated
in extremely risky actions up until a few years ago have become
judges, prison guards, policemen, army commanders, bodyguards,
secret services agents. In the territories liberated by concession of
the Israeli government, the PLO has become the repressive force of a
State that has not yet reached the maximum of its governing capacity,
but which has already embarked on the road of all States. The roles
are reversing, power is renewing itself but the methods remain the
same. But for the millions of Palestinians still in the camps, the
permanent exiles who have had their land and identity taken from
them, this way of doing things is called betrayal. Hence their fear of
seeing themselves imprisoned in concentration camps for another
half century, betrayed by their own representatives (something that
is very painful, I can tell you), as well as being under the attack
of Israeli raids and drawn into a political game which they do not
understand and whose possible outcome they fail to see.
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No to the Palestinian State!

The PLO have constituted a Palestinian State on the wave of the
popular insurrection in the occupied territories of Gaza and the West
Bank.

Many undoubtedly see this as something positive, but we can only
see it as a step backwards, a diversion from the direction that the
Palestinian struggle has taken in recent months.

The PLO bureaucracy has intervened in the struggle with the
complicity of the Islamic States who have high hopes for a Palestinian
State in the Middle East. In this way a serious impediment has been
put on the possibility of the struggle continuing to develop in an
anti-State direction, the only direction that takes into consideration
the needs of the Jewish people who have already settled in that area.

The presence of a Palestinian State, however unlikely that might
seem today, could not fail to lead to diplomatic and internally reached
agreements that would make any peaceful coexistence between the
two communities (Palestinian and Israeli) impossible. Yet both of
them have a right to live on their own land.

A Palestinian State could not fail to move in the direction of all
States: that of military reinforcement, armed intervention, and the
transformation of future diplomatic agreements into instruments of
threat and retaliation.

The path recently trodden by the Jews is there to show just how
easy it is to turn the exploited and oppressed into exploiters and
oppressors by regimenting them into the service of the State.

The Palestinian people’s liberation struggle over the past forty
years has had its dark moments, but even during the worst retaliatory
actions such as that at Lod airport, it has never lost the quality of a
popular revolt. Of course, the organisation was also just around the
corner in the past, but always in a way that was purely instrumental
and which could be discarded at any time. It in no way conditioned
anyone in the name of a precise legal code to be established with the
agreement of all nations.

We have no idea what the nations of the world, with the USA in
the lead, really could do for the Palestinian people who continue to
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Once again the future is being conditioned by fear on both sides,
pushing them blindly forward in a clash that is getting worse. The
insurrection of the Palestinian people scares the politicians of Gaza
and the West Bank. More than anything it scares Arafat, as he is
unable to control it. It scares the Israeli government, but also scares
the Israeli people, and this is the important thing. Seeing themselves
under attack in their own homes where anyone likes to feel safe,
they are appealing to their governors and asking for stricter controls
and a more systematic repression. The circle is closing in.

It is not possible to make forecasts and anyway they could always
be refuted by unforeseen events.

To abandon a people’s dreams of freedom as they are being
attacked and destroyed by a theocratic State leaves a bitter taste
in one’s mouth. Can so much blood, so much sacrifice, so many
dead, all have been in vain? Were we fooled into choosing which
side to support in our more or less radical intervention more or less
in first person, once upon a time, and are we still deluding ourselves
today? Can it be that the problem in finding the courage to attack the
mechanism of the Israeli war (the Jews again, or a poor persecuted
people subjected to the expansionist and military aims of a group
of criminals in power?) is that it has been faced the wrong way?
Have the efforts of the past only led to the shiny buttons of the new
Palestinian police or the ferocious sneer of a Sephardi Jew screaming

‘throw them all into the sea!’? I don’t know.

This booklet does not attempt to give any answers. I thought it
would be more interesting to simply take up the problem once again.

I have aired these doubts in my heart over the past ten years in
which many of the following pieces were written, sometimes looking
up at the night sky and singling out stars of times gone by one by
one. Their light continues to shine unperturbed upon the woes of
men.

Alfredo M. Bonanno
Catania, 17 December 1997
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The horror of growing accustomed
to horror

Growing accustomed to horror is far more striking than horror
itself. Indignation quells and remains silent, and everything seems
normal. This is the case of the repression against the Palestinians in
the occupied territories.

One reason for this slow but constant habituation is the fact that
the Palestinian revolt, that of the stones and improvised weapons ‘is
no longer news’.

Another is the acceptance, on more than one side, of the reasons
for the conflict. Those on the side of the Palestinians are against
those who are on the side of the Israelis. Many hope, sometimes
in good faith, that things will work out in time and everything will
resolve itself.

No matter how these ‘things’ come to an end and what solution
is chosen, nothing in the world will be able eradicate the horror of
the past few months [1989], the horror of martyr turned executioner,
persecuted turned persecutor. No matter how clever the defenders
of Israel are — and as we know these include a number of anarchists
— we cannot forget the Palestinian baby killed by gas in the refugee
camp of Khan Yunis by Israeli soldiers. We cannot forget the five
year old child killed in Nablus by plastic bullets or the 14 year old
killed a few days earlier while he was playing in front of his house,
again shot by the Israeli occupying army. We cannot forget the
colon death squads which go out at night and murder the young
Palestinians considered responsible for the rebellion.

Under such conditions the only thing that does surprise us is the
strange insistence on trying to cover up responsibilities. We can see
how this happens at a political level, but we don’t see how it can
happen at the level of comrades who should show more sensitivity
in their defence of the persecuted, leaving aside subtle distinctions
in designating responsibility.
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The crux of a problem that cannot be
solved

Justifications of a theocratic State

When Great Britain began to address the Jews towards Palestine
in 1917, you could already see in the declarations contained in a
memorandum by Lord Balfour how the interests of international
Zionism were far more important than the fate of ‘70,000 Arabs with
all their desires and prejudices’.

That moment marked the beginning of the ongoing occupation of
Palestinian land and the constitution of a ‘national Jewish homeland’,
reconstructed on historic and religious traces. By 1935 the Jews were
already 400,000 compared to 900,000 Arabs. When Israel as such
was constituted in 1948, the clashes, persecution and mass exodus
of the Arabs began. All Jewish immigrants were promised not only
nationality, but also one of the houses abandoned by the Arabs in
their flight.

The new repressive politic imposed by the State of Israel came to
take the place of the preceding one of havlagh (limitation) and this
needed moral justification, also in order to convince many of the
Jews who still felt the Nazi repression on their skins.

This justification was found in the concept of shoah (catastrophe).
Not only that suffered at the hands of the Nazis but also that which
traverses the whole history of the Jewish people. In this way, the
most recent catastrophe, the extermination by the Third Reich, was
linked to the birth of the Israeli State: shoah vetekumah (catastrophe
and rebirth).

Another myth was also put into circulation again, that of hero-
ism (vagevurah) whose symbol was the insurrection of the Warsaw
ghetto. It was used to justify rebellion against a new possible cata-
strophe (the return of the Arabs to their homes), and the concept of
shoah vegevurah, catastrophe and heroism, emerged.
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These elements came to be combined within the Zionist movement
in many ways. Fed by extreme right wing propaganda and religious
fanaticism, they resulted in the homicidal mixture that was to sweep
away the egalitarian enthusiasm of a considerable part of the early
immigrants in the land of Israel.

The Arab refusal

Once freed from the Turks, the Palestinian Arabs did not want
to be dominated either by the English or the Zionist newcomers.
But this refusal concerned (and still concerns) the management of
their lives by a State, be it British or Israeli. They wanted to form a
Palestinian community composed of the various Arab realities in the
region. But they had nothing against the insertion of communities
different to their own, as happened in 1920 with the Armenians who
had escaped Turkish persecution. What they did not want, and do
not want, was an Israeli (or British) State to dominate them.

For this reason the Palestinians were not opposed to the settlement
of the Jews, at least not until the latter took the form of a Zionist
political movement aimed at establishing the Israeli State. And the
greater Arab opposition became, the more the Jewish State project
became obvious as it emerged from behind the egalitarian theories
of free federated agricultural communities.

Internal opposition

There has always been opposition within the Zionist movement,
including a tendency that wants to constitute a kind of libertarian
socialism in the Middle East, particularly in Israel, and this still exists
today in some form or another. This tendency is against the consti-
tution of the Jewish State. It originated from the idea of a possible
collaboration between Arabs and Israelis, suggesting a clash that was
more real than the abstract one based on nationalist opposition (and
producer of such dire consequences). It was a question of making a
distinction between the model of a collectivised, free society (at least
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Against the Israeli colonisers

A spontaneous revolt of Palestinian students and workers has bro-
ken out in the Gaza strip in the occupied territories [1987] against the
Israeli colonisers. In particular it is addressed against the proprietors
of the industries and the managers of the economy of occupation
and, of course, the enemy army. In a short time barricades have been
erected and stones thrown against the Israeli military and civilians.

Soldiers and civilians (the colonisers of the occupation) have re-
sponded with weapons, firing shots that were defined as intimidatory.
The result: one Palestinian dead and two wounded. A student was
killed when she was carrying out a road block against the Jewish
residents in the area with another fifty girls from a women’s college
of Manfulati.
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But in the field of the real struggle the Palestinians continue to die,
while on the other side, behind the insurmountable armour of their
tanks, the persecuted of yesterday are applying the same methods
as their old persecutors: destroy the houses of suspects, torture in
the prisons and concentration camps, deport, kill in the streets, and
SO on.

How the Palestinians consider collaboration with the enemy is
shown in the treatment reserved to those who collaborate with the
Israeli army. In the space of a few days, at the end of August [1988],
four were killed because they were informers in the pay of Israel.
A few days later, a fifth was hacked to pieces with an axe. Drastic
measures, certainly, but which give an idea of what these people are
suffering.

When you get to certain levels, even feelings of pity and humanity
begin to disappear.
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in perspective) based on the productive structure of the kibbutzim,
and the oppressive model of society based on State capitalism of
the Soviet kind. In fact a free, selfmanaged, anti-State producers’
federation is still the only way that a solution to the problem in the
Middle East could be reached.

Insufficient knowledge of the problem

Little is known about the Palestinian problem in Europe, or the
Israeli one for that matter. Little is known of the many aspects of
all the sectors involved in the political and social clash in course
from Iran to the Lebanon, from Syria to Egypt; just as little is known
about the two peoples facing each other in Palestine and Israel.

News about the Palestinians is always tainted with ideological
prejudice. What we know has been supplied by official Palestinian
representatives who talk and act like a State government, so are not
very reliable.

The arrival of the Jews was undoubtedly a diplomatic and military
operation, but it should also be pointed out that before the war
the Palestinians were under Turkish domination so they were not
totally against this arrival. At first it seemed it might help resist the
domination led by the party of young Turks. Of course, that does
not justify the behaviour of the Israeli State and its need for military
expansion and violent occupation. But it does help us to understand
the desire of the Palestinians to free themselves from all dominion,
whatever that might be, yesterday the Turks, today Israel.

Today the common ‘Semitic’ element has been emphasized a great
deal, but we must understand that this means little beyond the fact
that these peoples are related linguistically. That is also negligible
today, as modern Hebrew is pronounced with attenuated guttural
sounds, therefore has become westernised. Those who pronounce
it with the classical guttural forms (close to Arab), for example the
Jews from the Yemen, are considered ‘peasants’ and backward.

Our knowledge of the Jews is also superficial. We know very little
about Jewish culture in Italy. More attention is paid to Hebraism,
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but this is narrow and cultural more than anything, almost exclu-
sively the work of great Jewish authors such as Heine, Roth, etc. or
Freud, who have recently been rediscovered in this sense. The rest
is hidden. The Hebrew religion has been repressed and locked up
in sacred places. Now, as far as Jewishness is concerned, religion
being inseparable from culture, it derives that the latter has also
been repressed. We know very little about the relationship between
religion and political power, the function of the rabbi, the core of
Hebrew religion that claims so much space in the consciousness of
the Israeli people. It is not by chance, for example, that the Misnah
and the Two Talmuds have never been published in Italy.

The idea that we have of the Jew is therefore often that which has
been provided by anti-Semitic iconography.

The equivocation of the occupation

One of the first and most successful Israeli military operations
was called ‘fait accompli’ and, considering it in the light of what
happened afterwards, it shows the mentality of the early pioneers
clearly: men, women and children who had little to lose and much
to gain. They felt (and some still feel), proud of the fact that they
were willing to let themselves be massacred, yet, in reality they have
now become the slaughterers. The horror of the passage from one
side of this terrible barricade to the other doesn’t even touch them.

It should be pointed out that the Israeli people have acquired a
natural right to live undisturbed in their territory, no matter what
their origins as a people or of the territory itself. This is one of the
main points of the present analysis and, I think, of anyone struggling
alongside the Palestinian people without for this becoming an enemy
of the Israeli people. It is from the consolidation of such a natural
right that we can consider an occupation that took place, en masse,
around 1947, and differentiate it from that which took place later in
the territories of West Bank and Gaza.

Israeli State propaganda tends to unite these two occupations, thus
allowing the heirs of Zionism to adopt an attitude of founder fathers
and continue to spread the equivocation of Eretz Israel. Present
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The Palestinians continue to die

The fact that Palestinian people continue to die every day is no
longer news anywhere in the world.

A few lines are drowned in the sea of new problems, some of
which, unfortunately, register massacres of even greater dimension
in other parts of the world. Man’s favourite sport continues to be
that of killing and war.

Not being able to take an interest in everything that happens in
the world, one often turns one’s attention to a particular situation
and tries to do something at the level of information if nothing else.
That is, one tries to redress the damage caused by the misinformation
of the press.

As far as the Palestinian question is concerned, we must empha-
size the importance of an insurrectional struggle that is putting one
of the strongest armies in the world in serious difficulty.

This obstinate will to freedom has been distorted by Zionist pro-
paganda, which is natural. But it has also been misrepresented by
the propaganda of all those who, although they say they are lovers
of freedom and truth, do not realise that those facing armed tanks
or who find themselves closed within a ghetto and submitted to
continual bombardments, do not have much time to reflect on great
principles of truth and freedom. In the first place, they must attack
in order to survive. They must defend themselves because they are
being killed. They cannot wait for the high priests of cultural re-
search to find the way to explain the deeper reasons that lie behind
the movement of the tanks.

Reports on the Palestinian problem have often been of this kind,
articles aimed at taking a distance and pointing out reciprocal rights
and wrongs aimed at diverting the possibility of a solidarity struggle
here and now into the simple and simplistic depths of cultural discus-
sion. Collaborationist and pacifying positions are not lacking, even
in Palestine. Tepid rethinking that will to do anything in order to
leave things as they are and allow the Jews to widen their settlements
even more and let the Palestinians carry on living in the ghettoes.

31



30

day Zionists, who had considered themselves relegated to nostalgia
by history, now find themselves colonisers. What is the difference
between the occupation of Jaffa and that of Hebron according to
these people?

Apart from Zionist intentions (one part of official Zionism), to
build the centralised State immediately it seems to me that there is a
fundamental difference. The original occupations were determined
more than anything by the arrival of the Luftmensch, wandering men
forced during exile to do marginal work or take up badly paid pro-
fessions, who had reached their ‘promised land’. They could, in fact,
have limited themselves to living alongside the Arabs, cultivating
the land in communities and libertarian socialist collectives. In spite
of all the problems related to the influx of a great mass of foreigners,
this was nevertheless an occupation of workers who, alone, dedi-
cated themselves to working the land, then extended production to
other sectors of human activity.

The occupation of Gaza the West Bank is quite different. The
new occupiers do not have the excuse of their fathers’ ideals, no
matter how disputable that might have been. They were attracted by
the prosaic seduction of large apartments at low prices only twenty
minutes from Jerusalem or one hour from Tel Aviv, unlimited cheap
labour (the inhabitants of the Arab ghettoes) and the chance not to
work or be Chaluzim (pioneers) any more but to become colonis-
ers, exploiters of other people’s work, that of poor people with no
resources and no future.

The justification

All this is justified through recall to the situation of necessity. Ein
Brera: we have no other choice! This ideology is now supported by
the Israeli government. It is also shared by the left of that political
formation, along with the ideology of pessimism, a fundamental
aspect of Jewish culture which we do not understand because we are
not familiar with it. It is a question of historical pessimism, of being
convinced that a primordial curse weighs on the people of Israel, so
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no matter what they do they will suffer hostility on all sides and be
left in complete isolation.

Of course, this ideology derives from the millenarian isolation of
the Jews and the persecution they have suffered. But in reality it
makes the politics of the Israeli State extremist and irresponsible, and
makes the Israeli State itself even more dangerous than any other.

The economic situation

The State of Israel has sustained the highest military expenditure
pro capita in the world for decades. This means a lot. Prices rise
vertiginously every year, the balance of payments is billions of dollars
in debt and in 1994 it was more than half the gross national product.
The State budget nearly always equals the national product, when
it does not go way beyond it. The State of Israel can only face its
commitments thanks to foreign capital.

The inability to pay for its imports has made any autonomy of
management impossible, hence the total dependence on the USA.
Things were different before, but after the war of June 1967, and then
again starting from that of October 1973, dependence increased. The
inflation in 1977-1978 used up practically all the country’s resources.

On the basis of its Zionist culture, Israel is obliged to give a home-
land, as well as a basic standard of living (social security, medicine,
etc.) to all those who go there as Jews. That carries a huge cost, quite
out of proportion to its actual economic possibilities. Ideological
motives dominate economic choices. The need to maintain the coun-
try’s security is another reason why there are no strictly economic
policies. Always on the brink of war, they cannot take economic
measures that are too rigid and would reveal the class structure of Is-
raeli society. This exists but must be kept under ‘ideological control’.
Military expenditure accounts for about 30 per cent of the whole of
production, whereas for other industrialised countries this does not
exceed 18 per cent in extreme cases. The army accounts for 15 per
cent of the national product and 20 per cent of the work force. Every
man between 22 and 55 years of age is obliged to do one month per
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1,800 Palestinian women have been forced to have abortions. Wa-
ter and electricity are cut off in the insurgent villages. The sponta-
neous demonstration that took place after the killing of Abu Jihad
in Tunisia was stopped immediately by the Israelis: sixteen dead.
The telephones in the territories are cut off. It is forbidden to cross
the border. Petrol and diesel pumps are blocked. The olive harvest
is blocked. Plastic bullets, already tested in Ireland by the English
occupying army, have been introduced and are used regularly.

Over the past few months [1989] another subtle form of destruc-
tion has been discovered. Mysterious phosphorus devices in the
form of chocolate bars or toys have been left lying around in the
occupied areas by Israeli soldiers and colons in order to wound chil-
dren. As soon as they are picked up the objects explode. There were
five such cases of wounding in Nablus in the month of December
alone . On November 10 [1988] 24 houses were razed to the ground
by Jiftlik bulldozers in the Jordan valley after the inhabitants were
invited to gather up their poor belongings in carts. One week earlier,
fifteen blocks in Taibe were dynamited. The inhabitants were all
deported.

It is like seeing an exact replica of the Warsaw ghetto. Often
history repeats itself, even turned upside down.

For his part, Shamir has publicly declared that he intends to give

‘new impetus’ to the settlement of the colons in the occupied territo-

ries.

In spite of the evidence provided by these facts, there are still
people, even anarchists, for whom any excuse is good enough to
justify Israel’s repressive action. It would be well for comrades to
see things as they really are so that we can decide what needs to be
done, here and now.
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32 expelled, 137 days of curfew in one year, with an uninterrupted
period of 42 days, and this is only for 1988.

On the other hand, the insurrection has cost Israel 250 million
dollars in additional military expenditure, 750 million dollars loss of
the gross national income, 14 per cent less tourism, an overall loss
of over 25 per cent of the national income.

The insurrection is putting Israel in serious difficulty. And beyond
the strictly economic or political situation there is also, you might
say, the question of image. Israel is having recourse to means and
procedures that are damaging the sympathy and solidarity that the
Jews had gained as a result of their suffering and repression at the
hands of power over centuries. By becoming oppressors they have
become ‘nasty’ and this means a lot today.

One day in December 1987 the revolt exploded after four Palestin-
ian commuters were killed and seven wounded when their minibus
was upturned by an Israeli heavy military vehicle. The streets filled
with boys and youths. This is what came to be known as the Intifada.
In the lead, on the barricades, were the Shebab, the boys born in the
shanty towns and concentration camps under the military oppres-
sion of Israel after 1967. From that day onwards, from these first
four dead, the insurrection has continued unabated.. [Seeing the
situation now before going to press in 1998 thing haven’t changed,
the Intifada continues unabated.]

The means used by this insurrection are the classic ones that so
many political know-alls had declared out of date, given that we are
in the virtual post modern era. Revolt can only start off from what
is available, in this case, stones. Then sabotage, using rudimentary,
simple means, followed by the boycott of Israeli cigarettes and soft
drinks, followed by civil disobedience and strikes.

For its part, the Israeli State is hitting back hard. The same goes
for the colons who are shooting demonstrators and carrying out
numerous acts of vandalism in the villages.

Defenceless Palestinians are beaten to death. Four boys from
the village of Salim near Nablus were buried alive by Israeli sol-
diers. Poisonous gases are used regularly with the result that over
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year in the army reserve units, a practice which leads to incalculable
damage in terms of industrial and productive costs.

As well as being helped by the United States, Israel receives funds
from the Jewish Diaspora. It is estimated that these amount to about
500 million dollars a year. Then there are the payments of the inter-
national Israeli loan, which comes mainly from the United States.

Social differences

Although Israel is a theocratic State with very strong ‘ideal’ and
ideological motivations, considerable internal divisions exist, based
on class discrimination.

The main distinction is that between the Sephardi and Ashkenazi
Jews. The former, also referred to as ‘blacks’, in comparison to the

‘whites’, are from Morocco, Egypt, Algeria, Iraq, Tunisia, Syria, the

Yemen, etc. They suffer profound racial discrimination at the hands
of the Ashkenazi Jews from the West, who feel strengthened above
all by the fact that they suffered the catastrophe of the holocaust.

The Sephardis increased in number after being forced to flee their
countries of origin following the exacerbation of the Arab-Israeli
conflict. Of a culture that is profoundly different from the Western
one, they were more inclined towards the socialisation of production
and the acceptance of communitarian values. But they arrived at a
time when these values, which had existed for a long time in Israeli
society, were rapidly being supplanted by the demands of militarisa-
tion and forced urbanisation. They were therefore implanted in the
cities, underwent a rapid forced Westernisation and ended up also
being discriminated against at a cultural and linguistic level.

They now constitute the poorest strata of Israeli society, and are
the most extreme in their hatred of the Arabs, particularly the Pales-
tinians, from who they fear retorsion along the lines of the aggres-
sion they suffered in the countries they left behind. Their greatest
fear is that if some agreement is reached with the Palestinians they
might be sent back to their countries of origin where they no longer
have any roots and would immediately be enclosed in concentration
camps or massacred en masse. The dominant ideology being based
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on religion and mysticism, a social uprising of the advanced indus-
trial kind would be unthinkable: mass demonstrations, clashes with
the police, mobilizations, etc., are not like elsewhere. That does not
mean that opposition does not exist within the present situation in
the occupied territories.

There have also been various attempts in the field of clandestine
structures, for example the Ma’atz which carried out sabotage to
give echo to protest in the poorest areas. Illegal activities in the
traditional sense of the term have also increased a great deal in
recent years. The same can be said for petty crime and hooliganism
in the stadiums, imitating the large metropoli.

One characteristic of the poor areas of the capital is precisely a
sense of frustration and the feeling that life is meaningless, especially
as far as the young are concerned.

Everything seems quite contradictory. That does not mean that it
would be impossible to stimulate a mass struggle capable of taking
up the original values of libertarian socialism once again. Perhaps it
is necessary to take another look at the teachings of theoreticians of
communitarian Hebraism such as Martin Buber.

A practical attitude

But in a situation of very hard struggle such as the Palestinian
one, we cannot limit ourselves to proposing the books of Buber or
Kropotkin as a solution to the problem. It is necessary to do more.

I think that the enemy number one, the main obstacle to overcome,
is today the State of Israel. It is for this that it is indispensable to
support the struggle of the Palestinian people.

I also think that a potential enemy of the Palestinian people and of
the Israeli people, are the PLO and the Palestinian State in formation.
For this I have never supported the PLO and their statist positions.

It is therefore necessary to be against both the Israeli State and
the Palestinian one.

It is necessary to support the constitution of a federation of work-
ers’ communities, both Palestinian and Israeli, free to federate them-
selves as they wish, to give themselves programmes, to make their
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The Insurrectional Struggle in
Palestine

What the Israeli State is doing in the occupied territories of Gaza
and the West Bank is quite in keeping with the logic of wars of
conquest that soldiers learn in their training courses everywhere.

It would be quite normal for anarchists to unconditionally de-
nounce what is happening, were it not that they find themselves in
an area that is culturally strange to them.

If we were to talk about the situation in South Africa, for example,
everything would be a foregone conclusion. But it is quite a different
matter to denounce what the Israelis are doing. The reason is clear.
The Jews suffered the project of extermination put into act by the
Nazis, so by definition they deserve our sympathy:.

No one is denying them that sympathy, which is also our own.
Here it is not a question of the Jews but of the Israeli State and,
naturally, those of its subjects who are lending themselves to the
extermination of the Palestinian people that is taking place.

The fact that there is a popular insurrection in course in the ter-
ritories and that at least one Palestinian is killed each day does not
help to make the situation any clearer. We have simply got used to
it. When we see the figures as a whole, things change.

During this last year [1988] 405 Palestinians were killed whereas
a source of the Israeli ministry of defence talks of 392 killings. Just
think, even taking the Israeli figures as good, it is a question of nearly
one death a day. For the Palestinian wounded they are talking about
20,000, whereas the above mentioned ministry talks of 3,640.

At least ten wounded a day. On the other side, bearing in mind
the data of the Israeli defence ministry, 11 Israelis have been killed,
with 402 colons and 703 soldiers wounded. The figures speak for
themselves.

To these figures should be added (according to Israeli sources)
20,000 arrests, 4,000 imprisoned without trial, 5,521 prisoners in con-
centration camps. 138 habitations destroyed by dynamite in reprisal,
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and militarist like many others but which wants to kill a whole people
(the Palestinian one). There are politicians (Arafat etc.) who have
presented themselves of their own will and set themselves up as
representatives of this people with the sole aim of constituting a
State which could quickly become just as militarist and aggressive as
the first. A possible solution would be the dissolution of the Israeli
State and the prevention of the birth of the Palestinian State, all
parallel to the formation of free communes and other structures
selfmanaged by Palestinians and Jews together all with a right to the
land and, principally, reciprocal respect in the name of freedom.

This is certainly a simplistic and also utopian way to think, but I
don’t believe that, as anarchists and given the situation, one could
come to support anything else.

To seek definitions and details in what is an extremely contradic-
tory context, and, even more, to seek to find responsibility on both
sides in order to lighten Israel’ position is bad taste to say the least,
in my opinion.

Let’s put aside the ‘cultural preoccupation’ for a moment, and per-
haps we will see things more clearly. The massacres that the Israelis
are carrying out to perfection are there in front of our very eyes.
Whoever tries to cover them up, to justify them or even only under-
estimate them, shares responsibility for the massacre. In the same
way the revolt of a people on its knees is there before everybody’s
eyes.

Although the present and future enemies of the Palestinian and
Israeli people are many, there can be no doubt that its necessary to
do something to help the revolt of the Palestinians against Israeli
militarism. To do something means to move, to act here, immediately,
everywhere, striking Israeli interests and not stand arguing until the
last Palestinian is killed.
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own organisational and productive choices, beyond the rough inter-
ference of the big States, in particular the USA.

Practical and ideal, as well as a productive and cultural collabora-
tion is necessary, b